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sake of those who find difficulty in adjusting
old-fashioned ideas to the facts. The most

merciful thing that the large family does to
one of its infant members 1s to kill it. The
same factors which create the terrible infant
mortality rate, and which swell the death rate

of children between the ages of one and five,
operate even more extensively to lower the
health rate of the surviving members. More-
over, the overcrowded homes of large families
reared m poverty further contribute to this
condition. Lack of medical attention 1s still
another factor, so that the child who must
- struggle for health in competition with other
members of a closely packed family has still
great difficulties to meet after 1ts poor consti-
tution and malnutrition have been accounted

for.
The probability of a child handicapped by

a weak constitution, an overcrowded home,
inadequate food and care, and possibly a defi-
cient mental equipment, winding up 1n prison
or an almshouse, 1s too evident for comment.
Every jail, hospital for the insane, reforma-
tory and institution for the feebleminded cries
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